AHMAD SOHRAB AND THE NEW HISTORY SOCIETY
By the American Hands of the Cause

The American Hands of the Cause have been requested by the
National Spiritual Assembly to compile data on the defection of
Ahmad Sohrab and the formation of the New History Soclety and the
Caravan, which 1t sponsors.

1. The Tablets of the Divine Plan were brought to America by
Ahmed Sohrab at the Guardian's request and presented by Sohrab at the
Annual Convention held in Hotel McAlpine, New York, in Y April 1929,
Before the Convention the Bahd'i Temple Unity (later succeeded by
the National Spiritual Assembly) published these Tablets in Pamphlet
forn, introduced by Sohrabs personal remarks. Sohrab read these
remarks at the Convention. When the Tablets of the Divine Plan were
later reprinted, Sohrab's remarks were deleted.

. Bahd'i Ne November, 1927, published a statement by the
National prrﬂ?ua ‘Assembly that the Guardian had been requested to
deal with the problem of reviewing the diary notes of Ahmad Sohrab.
The Guardian explained that all notes not approved by the Master
Himgelf (in writing) have only the status of personal impressions
and not as direct quotations of the Master's words.

3. Bahé'{ Ng , August, 1930, published a statement by ti
National Spiritua: hssembly en entitled The Case of Ahmad ha, and
the New History Soclety. arized,” the article stated that the
Tew History Soclety was hsgun in New York early in 1929 by Sohrab,
Yone of 1ts avowed purposes being to spread the Baha'i teachings.
Neither the local nor the National Assembly was consulted in the
matter, and the meetings and activities of the New History Soclety
have béen maintained apart from the principles of consultation which
today, under the Will and Testament of ’‘Abdu'l-Baha, form the basis
of Bah4'{ unity and the protection of the Cause."

"Both the local and National Assembly on several occasions
attempted, through oral and written communications,to bring about
full and frank consultation with the leaders of the New History
Society, but without success.

"Under these conditions it becomes the obvious responsibility of
the National Spiritual Assembly to inform the friends that activities
conducted by Ahmad sOhrab through, the New History Society are to be

as entire: e Cause, as outside t
urisdiction of the 1ocal and mnonnx Aauemhly, S D o
entitled to the cooperation of Bahd'i

This statement also quoted from a letter written on behalf of
the Guardian by his Secretary to the National Spiritual Assembly on
May 30, 1930: "To accept the Cause without the administration is like
accepting the teachings without acknowledging the divine station of
Baha'uflléh. To be a Baha'i is to accept the Cause in its
entirety,..." "The Saministration 1o the social order of Bahd'u'llihs
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yithout 1t all the principles of the Cause will remsin abortive. To
take exception to this, therefore, is to take exception to the
fabric that Band!uil1h has preschibed, 1t 1a to disobey His law."

ent
quoting pessages from the fodas, from the Magteris Will 2 Tescament.
and from the Guardian's letters published in Baha'l Adm
followed by a reprint of the exchange of correspondence and cubTee
¥ith Mea, Chanler, end with the Guardisn, including the Gusrdian's
cable to New York believers: "True unity can only be preserved by
naintenance paramount position Nagional Spiritual Assembly,’ and
his cable approving the statement (x-eterx-ed to above) published in
August, 1930, Baha'{ News. Further, in a letter from Haifa to the
Yonkers Assembly, the Guardian poincad out the difference between
the freedom de!‘ined by Bahé'u'lléh ("To have liberty is to observe

! Sohrab ("The other kind of
freedom which 1s in defiance of law e (Bs.hs'u'llsh) considers to
be animal, and far from being of any good to man"),

4, In November, 1941, the National Spiritual Assembly distributed
e New History Society entitled

e Basis of the Baha'i Community, inien explained the purpose and
outcome of the lawsult entered against the founders of the New
History Soclety to prevent their misuse of the name "Baha'i" on

which the National Spiritual Assembly had obtained a trade mark
patent., The court took the position that it was not authorized to
decide religlous questions.

he natemant (therefore stressed the spiritual validity of the
ceuomnas. d Testament and the institution of the
Guardiunuhip, Fin paxm:ea out that the New History Soglety was in
direct disobedisnce to the Faitn m claining to be a

"Thes: y deluded, st ueeking

adventurers find themselvss, sooner or laber, enmeshed in i
machinations of their s, are buried in shame and A eventually
into complete oblivion. e (Shoghi Effendi).

During the second World War the New History Society put forth
an alleged passage from ‘Abdu'l-Bahd which would Justify citizens
in refusing to obey their governments when drafted into the military
forces. The National Spiritual Assembly was obliged to explain the
true Bahd'{ position, as set forth by the Guardian, to the federal
authorities.

5. A letter dated June 1, 1952, written on behalf of t
Guardlan by the Assistant Secretary, informed the National Spix-nual
Assembly that Ahmad Sohrab had cabled the Israeli Minister
Religion to influence the court case brought by the Covenant-hrsakau,
t the Guardian, and which resulted in complete vindication of
the Guardian's control of the BahA'i Shrines and properties. Sohrab's
cable identified the Caravan with the Covenant-breakers and stated
that the organization was not under the authority of Shoghi Eﬂ‘endi.
In a letter dated May 25, 1941, the Guardian wrote through
Secretary that Sohrab "is no doubt the most subtle, reacurceral and
indefatigable enemy the Faith has had in America."
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This summary is sufficient to make it perfectly clear that the
New History Society and the Caravan have been maintained as instru-
ments to destroy the unity of the Baha'is and to create a false
conception of the Paith of Bahad'u'lléh., This is nothing else but
Covenant-breaking, and the bellevers were therefore years ago warned
to have no connection whatever with these societies nor with their
founders and leaders.

le Bah'{i community derives its spiritual vitality from the
Manifestation of God. To retain its relationsiip to the Manifestd-
tion, the community and the individual believers must shin Covenant-
breakers even as the Master's Testament so strongly commands:

AMERICAN HANDS OF THE CAUSE
Paul E, Haney

Horace Holley
Corinne

Wilmette, Illinois
January 14, 1958



IANDS_OF THE FAITH IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE
Corrine True - Hermann Grossmann - William Sears
536 Sheridan Road,

Wilmette, Illinois

To All Natinnal Assemblies in the Western Hemisphere,
to all Members of the Auxiliary Boards.

Beloved Co-workers:

Onse 2gain the mighty power and blessing of the Covenant of
Bahd'u'lléh has been demonstrated to the world, Another "campaign
ribbon" of victory has been won by the faithful soldiers of the
Blessed Perfection.

moment that Mr, Mason Remey's fruitless statement reached
the believers throughout the world, they rose up in defense of the
Covenant like an amy alerted to an attack. From every part of the
planet a flood of messages expressing unswerving loyalty and renewed
dedication to the work of the Crusade poured in to the heart of the
Faith at the VWorld Center.

Except for those emotionally unbalanced friends who have
remained disturbed ever since the hour of our beloved Guardian's
passing, the entire Bahd'{ world has simultaneously declared its
oneness and loyalty to the 26 faithful Hasds of the Cause of God.
The bellevers heve arisen like those "lions of the Covenant" spoien

y the Master. They have pledged redoubled consecration to the
Ten-Year Plans 85 that the Message of the Hands of the Falth may be
fulfilled, and the Universal House of Justice, that divinely gulded
Body, may be established and may speak out with infallible suthor-
1ty against all such gbortive attacks from within or from without.
No wonder 'Abdu‘l-Bahd declared: "So fimm and mighty is this
Covenant that from the beginning of time until the present day no
religious Dispensation hath produced its like."

The beloved Quardien 86'often told the Iriends “there are no scorets
in the Bah!f:Faith®) therefore, the Hands in the Wespern Hemisphere
wish o share with you ai o Goveiomments whton aeya Hemdsph
their attention !ollewing this surprising and barren claim of

Mr, Remey, An incident took place in France,where a small number
of believers have been disturbed and confused since November, 1957.
Unhappily, among this group were members of the National Spiritual
Assembly of France. These friends, in their obsessed views and
lack of patience, unwisely voted to accept Mr. Remey's claim. This
majority of five persisted in their views, the spirit of which had
for some time been agitating that part of the world, The Hands of
the Falth, acting at once to protect the Cause of God, sent Hand of
the Cause, Mr. A. Q. Faizi, to France, where with the co-operation
of the Hands of Europe, the matter was fully investigated, and the
unfaithful friends given an opportunity to retract. Failing this,
the existing membership of the National Spiritual Assembly of
PFrance was dissolved, The Hands of the Faith then arrenged for a
new_election to take place, an election in which these nisgulded
souls would not be eligible to participate. Encouraging reports
have already been received from France indicating that the matter
1is well in hand. The other National Assemblies of the Bahd'{ world
not only remained staunchly faithful, but energetically and
unreservedly denounce this foolish action.
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Here and there in a few isolated instances some of those
individuals who have been sources of discontent and centers of
difficulty for years have seized upon the Remey matter and have
attempted to agitate the believers. They have been met with the
same loyalty and steadfastness, and these attempts have been
immediately communicated to the Hands of the Faith and the National
Assemblies’.

act, since this letter was begun, word has reached us that
Mr. Remey has again tried to cause division among the gallant
warriors of Bahd'u'lldh. He has sent a second letter Shich e
presumptuously calls the "first in a series". In it he persists
in his insupportable views and calls the twenty-six loyal Hands of
the Faith violators for not accepting his self-deluded assumption
of power.

Inasmuch as it appears that his letters may continue to bombard
the friends from time to time, the Hands in the Vestern Hemisphere
felt that it would be helpful for you to have all of the background
information which they have on this matter so that the work of
teaching and winning the Crusade will not suffer, and so that it
will help you in answering any questions which might arise.

You should all know that this is not a sudden so-called burst
of inspiration on the part of Mr. Remey. For the past two years he
has been urging the Hands of the Faith to appoint a Guardian.
However, until his surprising and illogical statement this Ridvén,
the Hands of the Faith did not realize that it was himself that he
had in mind when he asked them to appoint a Guardian. The sacred
texts make 1t plain that the Hands of the Faith have no such
authority. The beloved Guardian himself, in answer to a question
as to whether the Hands had the right to choose a Guardian, replied
firmly that they could not. Although a photostatic copy of this
letter was shown to Mr. Remey, he still could not be persuaded from
his insistence that the Hands should immediately appoint a Guardian,
even against the beloved Guardian's specific words

Beloved friends, for two long years, the Hands of the Faith
both individually and collectively, with the utmost patience and
loving kindness and tender affection, have repeatedly explained to
Mr. Remey that they had neither the authority nor the divine
guidance to take such action; that they would never go contrary to
the explicit instructions of the beloved Guardian, and the clear
words of the Will and Testament.

e Hands of the Falth called Mr. Remey's attention to the
sacred yow faken by all of them, and signed by them in the Mansion
of Bahj{, November, 1957. This Proclamation, they said, was
charter of their life, It was the guide for all their Bt
until, with the aid of the National Assemblics throughout the vorld,

nd the believers everywhere, they would be able to raise up the
Univoreal House of Jusiice. “Thoy all promised with their hearts
and their signatures before Bah4'u'll4h that until this divinely

guided Body came into being --- this Supreme Institution of the
Administrative Order, the "source of all good" and "freed from all
error" --- the subject of the future of the Guardianship would be

set aside, and that they would dedicate their lives wholly to
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laying the proper foundation for this sacred Body. It was agreed
that no individual, no group, no institution on earth at the
present time was capable of rendering a decision upon this subject.
Only the Universel House of Justice could resolve this divine
paradox. All of the Hands agreed, including Mr. Remey, chat this
Body, of which the Noseor sl Iubat they purpose 1s the p
of 454", would render a decision to which L1l of the Bahd:is ot the
worla wbuld nstantly and unitedly be completely obedient, There-
ore, in order to preserve the seourity and unity of the Falth of
Bahé'u'lléh, the Hands considered themselves to be the "Chief
Stewards" appointed by the beloved Guardian to inspire the friends,
cheer their hearts, and give the selfless leadership which would
raise up this fortress of the Covenant, the Universal House of
Justice. It was to this vow which the Hands, including Mr. Remey,
set their signatures and pledged to dedicate their llves.

The Hands of the Faith, following long hours of prayer in the
Shrine of Bahd'u'lléh, and after much consultation, decided upon
Ridvén 1963 as the date for the establishment of the Universal
House of Justice. Until that date, dear friends, we are under the
twin infallible guidance of the Divine Plan of the Master and the
Ten-Year Plan of our beloved Guardian, which in reality are one.

Ve have been given every step necessary to lead us up to the
Universal House of Justice. This divine guidance continues to
Ridvén 1963. If, in that same Ridvén period of 1963, the Universal
House of Justice is cstablished, our blessed Faith will never pass
out from under the shadow of this divine infallibility. This 1i

Wnat the Hends of the Faith have labored o sesure, i thas howr
of glorious triumph in 1963, as the loving tribute of the Bahd'fs
everywhere to the life of our beloved Guardian, as a monument to

his thirty-six precious yoars of sacrifice, the Universal House of
Justice, for which he gave his 1ife, would come into being, and
divine infallibility would be restored to carth. Whatever problem
gnd sorrous might 11o heavy on the hearts of tho friends could ‘hen
be turned over to a supreme body capable of resolving them and of
commanding the entire allegiance of every loyal Bahd'{ heart.

A1l that the Hands of the Faith have ever asked of the friends,
and all that they still do ask, 1s that the bellevers have the

that in the meanwhile they serve and teach with ever increasing
intensity so that this may be a day of unprecedented victory and
overwhelming triumph on all Crusade fronts)

The Hands of the Faith, after reaching this decision in
November 1957, and reaffirming it again in 1958, rose as one man
around that conference table in Bahji. We were but a few feet
from the room in which the Founder of our Faith had passed away.
We had bowed our heads to the floor in supplication in that very

in the room where in almost His last breath on earth
Bandiu'1dn had said to His followers: "I am well pleased with
you all ... May God assist you to remain united. May He aid you
Eo exalt the Gause of the Lord of Being."
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Before leaving that conclave, the Hands of the Faith stood
around that table where they had bared their hearts. They reached
out and jJoined hands. They linked themselves together in oneness,
their hands and armms bound in one circle like a mighty cord of
the Covenant. This was the closing symbol to their solemn vow
that they would dedicate what few hours remained of their lives to
winning the beloved Guardian's Crusade so that the great Universal
House of Justice might come into being, and the troubled hearts of
the dear friends in every land might be cheered and comforted.

was this pledge that all of the Hands, including Mr. Remey,
lgned in November 1957. They renewed it with their signatures,
including Mr. Remey, in 1958. This was the sacred pledge he broke.

That his emotional disturbance has become even more aggravated
1s clear from the fact that he has now written, distracting the
efforts of the Eahé'ls laboring for our beloved Guardian on the
frontiers of every part of the planet, calling the remaining
twenty-six Hands oe"the Taith "yiolators." He calls shem misguided
with no leadership. What a pitiful whisper of division in the roar
of the momumental onrushing victories of the Feith on every Crusade
ont, a year of victories for the Faith of Bahd'u'lléh such as the
Patatl nois res never wefore sebn i it history.

Mr. Remey shows his greatest disregard for the Writings of
our Faith when he Dases his sbortive olain upon his appointment as
the President of the Internatlonal Bahd { Council. ALl she other
Hands of the Faith were entirely united that the Internasaonai
Council as an "appointed" institution becomes dissolved when it
becomes "elective." Furthermore, his statement that he was the
only person to ever be given a position of authority by the

Dbeloved Guardian, is disproved by the very words of the beloved
Qusrdian hingelf about the Council in his Message of March 8, 1952:
"Present membership now comprises: 'Amatu'l-Bah& Rihiyyih, chosen
Ti o e batan e) andrtha Bounel1; Handa O fhe| Causs Hason Remey,
Amelia Collins, Ugo Glachery, Leroy Ioas, President, Vice-President,
member at large, Secretary General, respectively; Jessie Revell,
Ethel Revell, Lotfullah Hakim, Treasurer, Western and Eastern
assistant seoretaries.

Every believer who has studied the writings of the beloved
Guardian is fully aware that the International Bahd({ Council was
to Bo through several stages, and that the "appointed" phase of
which Mr. Remey was the temporary President, would no_ longer even
exist with the same identity after it was democratically elected
from among all the belisvers of the Bahé'f world., In its final
stage whan 1t "effloresced" into the Universal Houge of Justice,
five of its members, including the "chosen liaison' and the
"Vice-President", who were women, would no longer be a part of it
in any way, so completely would it have altered according to_the
beloved Guardian's plan, In the words of the Guardian himself in
his Message of January 9, 1951, this appointed Council would be
replaced by an elected body, thus marking "its transformation into

duly elected body." Thus it would be completely transformed, he
521d, 26 a prelude 4nd Tinal step preceding the election of the
Universal House of Justice.
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The Master sald that the Hands of the Faith must be selfless,

le, and "under all gonditions, senotified and detached tram
earthly things." Yet, Mr. Remey had the temerity to state v:hn
Be had known Tor twelve years that he wes to be the Gusrdien:
This means, dear friends, that for nine of the last years of our
beloved Guardian's precious 1ife, and for six of the years when
he sat at the table with our beloved Guardian, Mr. Remey held
this fantastic view. So obsessed did he become with this tragic
delusion that in his first futile statement, the personal pronouns
"I" and "mine" are used well over one hundred times in five short
pagea.

St1ll, in spite of all these things, after two years of
loving patience and kindness, the Hands of the Paith, when they

himself. Therefore, up to the time of the writing of this 1en.ex-,

the Hands of the Faith have taken no stronger action than

notify the friends of the situation and ask them to refrain from

& association with Mr. Remey until such a repudiation has been
By his action, he has sbandoned his station as a Hand of

the Cause, His future will b determined by his own deeds, or

by his failure to repudiate.

The Master in His Will and Testament gave to the Hands of the
Faith the grave and vital responsibility of protecting the Faith
against enemies from both within the ranks of the Hands and
without, saying: "My object is to show that the Hands of the Couse
of God must ever be watchful and so soon as they find anyone
beginning to oppose and protest against the Guardisn of the Cause

of God cast him out from the congregation of the people of Bahé
e Finiacieisay accept any excuse from him. How often hath
grievous error been disguised in the garb of truth, that it might
sow the seeds of doubt in the hearts of men..."

Master also sald in that same Document: "Should any,
within or without the company of the Hands of the Cause of God
disobey and seek division, the wrath of God and His vengeance
will be upon him..."

Mr. Remey has both 'opposea" the beloved Quardisn's word in
repeatedly urging the Hands to sppoint s Guardisn which is in
"protest” against Shoghi Effendi's oitten instructions to the
contrary. He has also clearly sought "division™ by now appoint-
ing himself.

In the very last words of the Will and Testament, 'Abdu'l-
Bahé, speaking upon the succession of the Guardianship, seys:
"To none 1s given the right to put forth his own opinion
express his partioular convictions. ALL must seek gaidence and
turn unto the Center of the Cause and the House of Justice.
he that turneth unto whatsoever else is indeed in grievous ermr.'

Now that the Center of the Cause, our belovsd Guardisn 1s no
1onger with us, the faithful will, we feel sure, turn as reuueac-u
e Hands of the Faith to the only other wcurcs of Divin
in!‘allihility, the Universal House of Justice, and will Tabor
industriously for its establishment.
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Beloved friends, it 1s regrettable that this letter has
assumed such length, but we felt that it was better for the work of
the Crusade to deal with the matter once and for all and get on

with our true purpose, winning the Crusade and raising the Universal
House of Justice, rather than have this matter come up time after
time requiring more explanation, and thus stealing our precious
hours and energy. Time is our most precious commodity; we cannot
waste it in these days which shall never return. Thevefore, -although
from the Will and Testament itself this foolish claim dies sti1l-
born, we have taken the time to acquaint you with what has happened.

e should not be at all surprised that such an attack has
come upon us. The history of our glorious Faith clearly shows that
after the passing of one of its great Figures, someone filled with
ego and the thirst for leadership has tried each time to seize the
authority -- always unsuccessfully, thanks to the power of the
Covenant of Bah&'u'lldh. The beloved Guardian himself, writing to
the Western world on August 12, 1941, concerning these enemies of
the Faith, says:

"Were anyone to imagine or expect that a Cause, comprising
within 1ts orbit so vast a portion of the globe, so turbulent in its
history, so challenging in its claims, so diversified in the
elements it has assimilated into its Administrative structure,
should, at all times, be immune to any divergence of opinion, or any
defectlon on the part of its multitudinous followers, it would be
sheer delusion, wholly unreasonable and unwarranted, even in the
face of the unprecedented evidence of its miraculous power ...

Dear friends! Manifold, various, and at times extremely perilous,
have been the tragic crises which the blind hatred, the unfounded
presumption, the incredible folly, the abject perfidy, the vaulting
ambltion, of the enemy have intermittently engendered within the
pale of the Falth. From some of its most powerful and renowned
votaries, at the hands of its once trusted and ablest propagators,
champions, and administrators, from the ranks of its most revered
and highly-placed trustees whether as companions, amanuenses, or
appoinfed lieutenants of the Herald of the Faith, of its Author, and
of the Center of the Covenant, from even those who were numbered
among the kindred of the Manifestation, not excluding the brother,
the sons and daughters of Bahé'u'lldh ... a Faith, of such tender
age, and enshrining so priceless a promise, mas sustained blows as
dire and treacherous as any recorded in the world's religious
history....as opposition to the Faith, from whatever source it may
spring, whatever form it may assume, however violent its outbursts,
1s admittedly the motive power that galvanizes on the one hand, the
souls of its valiant defenders, and taps for them, on the other,
fresh springs of that Divine and inexhaustible Energy, we who are
called upon to represent, defend and promote 1ts interests, should,
far from regarding any manifestation of hostility as evidence of
the weakening of the pillars of the Faith, acclaim it as both a
God-sent gift and a God-sent opportunity which, 1f we remain
undaunted, we can utilize for the furtherance of His Faith, and the
routing and complete elimination of its adversaries."

Therefore, beloved co-workers, let us arise in the shadow of
these words of our beloved Guardian, more detemined than ever
before, and inspired to an even greater outpouring of our energies,
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resources and time, so that the year 1960-1961 will be forever
remembered in history as the year in which more believers were
enlisted under the banner of Bah&'u'lléh than in any other year in
the history of the Falth, Let us with one heart and soul strive to
win every teaching goal during this ensuing year, and thus be
enabled to devote the last two years of the beloved Guardian's
Crusade to "reaching the masses" and to flooding the world with the
Word of Bah'u'lléh, May this attack upon the Covenant of
Bahd'u'114h be the fuse that ignites in our hearts an explosion of
such intensity that its brightness may be seen around the world,
and the sound of its roar in praise of God attract every human ear
to 1ts Truth and Beauty
Let us be confident that these words of Bahd'u'lléh might

very well refer to this matchless year of opportunity which lies
before us:

"This 1s the hour, O my Lord, which Thou has caused to excel every
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other hour, and hast related it to the cholcest among thy creatures.
I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy self and by them to ordain in the

course of this year what will enable the Day-Star of Thy power to
shine brightly above the horizon of Th 1 ory, and to 1¥Tum1na€e,
57 Ty EoscvolEn might, The Whols worla -, Krdor Ty Csuge
Poiorrons o my Lord.

And again:

"I beseech Theeby Thy Name ...to unfurl, ere the present year draw
to & close, the ensigns of Thine undisputed ascendancy and triumph,
Eisttho oAtire croction way bo Shelohod by Thy WosTth oerd Tt
811 may arise and promote Thy Cause.

These are the sacred words of Bahd'u'lléh. Surely they are
not only prayers, but are also promises -- promises which we might

very well make a reality this coming year by our collective and
consecrated efforts. By Iives wholgy dedicated to teaching we may
indeed become "the choicest among His creatures.”

Let this be our united reply to those who would vainly seek
to dim the imperishable lustre of our Faith, to degrade 1bs holy
Name, or weaken its structure. Let each believer be a "l
roaring in the forest in defense of the Falth, consclidating 1ts
institutions, and expanding its horizon. Let this be our answer.

With warmest and deepest Bahd'{ love,

In the service of the beloved Guardian,
HANDS OF THE FAITH IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE,
Corinne True

Hermann Grossmann
William Sears

May 31, 1960
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