Catle Aress: BAHA't NEW YORK

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHATS
F THE UNITED STATES AND CANAI
Ofice of the Secretary
53 Swmmmax Roan, Wasaceres, Tusavors

Jaruary 30, 1940

To the Local Spiritual Assemblies
of the Baha'is of the United States and Canada.

Belovod Friends:

On Jenuary 15, the Natloral Spiritual Assembly received a
cablegram from Shoghi Effendi containing this instruction:-

"Advise warn believers avoid completely association (with)
Edna Belmont. Her relationship (with) (New) History Society and (her) mis-
chievous intentions impel me (to) safeguard (the) community."

¢ local Assemblies are accordingly informed through this
letter of the Guardian's warning and are requssted to record in their Mimites
the text of the Guardian's words. They are requested also to present the
matter to the believers at the Nineteen Day Feast.

It will be noted that Shoght Effendi cites as part of Edna
Belmont's offense her association with the New History Scclety.

Those who are responsible for that Society have recently
sought by various means to convey to the public the impression that they are
Baha'is and that their activities are Baha'i activities.

The situation was duly reported to the Guardian, the latest
report being a cablegran outlining the analysis of the case mede by the
National Asnemdiy's attorney. Shoghi Effendi has definitely instructed the
National Spiritual Assemdly to proceed with cowrt action in order to maintain
the Baha'i commnity's exclusive right to the term "Baha'i" and to reveal the
motives of those who repudiate the Will and Testement of 'Abdu'l-Beha.

Thus, in & cablegram received on Jamuary 22, the Guardian
satd:-

"Approve vigorous action. Praying fervently (for) signal
success. "

Aud, in another cablegran received January 23:-

"Praying victory similar (to the) ome recently won(over)
Covenant-breakers (in) Holy Land be achieved by Americen believers over
ineidious adversaries (in) City (of the) Covenant.

e believers will understand that the purpose of the legal
wohion 1a 4o matitetn the integrity of the Baha'i teachings, the authortty of
Behe'i institutions in matters pertaining to the Faith of Baha'u'llah, and
the sacred unity of the Beha'l comunity, sgeinst these "insidious adversaries”
and thus estsblish an important precedent &s a bulwark against any similar at-
tacks in the future.
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The National Spiritual Assembly realizes that the uner T of
vital Its can be in securing le
Tocoatign of He lnstitutisas Serteing from tim W11 aud Testamnt of roaua
Dta. e sipattioact 14 i iab i Amrioss Bale'is tavo ho riviisey of
fed1ohing ao elowsly Su e Soctataps of Sioght Refeuti, whoss vistory om:
the Covenant-breakers in Palestine he has 80 recently achieved

Moreover, under different conditions but essentisily similar
15 ki s ain, e iaelcoas Spfrd Al Jase2ine o Zowe, of RgTyt and ur
Ireq have of the Baha'i

defending s ra Lisraeia of 1oa, Gaimt. 1n Whe, puELE oF against artiota
attack. From time to time, the Guardian has reported such incidents to us and
dearly indicated their sigaificance as milestones upon the path of Baha'i
progross.

Saseguently w &ve to glory in the Jrivile of giauling firk
and asserting the fundamental truths of the Revelation
Dispensation hae all power to establish and maintain Ltos1r on serth. Outa
18 to realize that the power and the capecity are Kis, and pray for worthiness
&nd bounty to serve in the hour of need.

This test of our collective strength comes as the Cause has been
80 reinforced at its World Center by the moving of the sacred remains of the
Egret; Brsoch e e Master s Mother to the aite. It oams also 34 te
National Assembly has 1ts forces by in the National
Ofice and in the Auditorium of tho Houss of Worship, the conJuncmm of these
two Institutions which the Guardian has emphasized so &

‘0 sum up: the Amerioan Baha'is are collectively concentrating
their powers through this legal action against certain Covenant-breakers in
this country. The status of such enemies has been forever established by
Baha'u'llah in Eis appointment of the Center of His Covenant, and deacribed by
'Abdu'1-Behe in Eis own W1l. We are demonstrating the singleness of apirit

it aninates the entire body of the Cause in East and West and thus hastening
the oatablishment of the new World Order. We are, fimally, taking the ocemeian
to imeese upon publio ettention the ature of the Baha's Fetth mil of the
Baha'i Cammnity.

prayers of the Assemblies and communities are urged, that
the Guardian's hepes may be fully realized.

Faithfuly yours,

NATTONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY



THE BASTS OF TER BAFA'T COMRETITY
A Statenent Concerning the Now History Goclety.

“Merefore, the believers of God throughout all
the Republics of Amorica, through the aivine
power, mugt beceme the cz\unn of the prometicn
of hnuvenl,y teachings nnfl the establishment of
the onenese of human!
ADTRREE

After the Ascenaicn of 'Abdu’l-Behs fn 1921, the Beke'fs in cll perte of the
world woro grief-strioksn at the lcss of thelr belcved Mecicr and lesder, ani be-

the of the (ne who had cerved =e the beole of their wity as

w1l 25 their educetor and spiritunl guide.

'Abdu'l-Bsha, however, had prepared s Will and Testament with all mocessary in-

, the Mact

tititions which DAt § tclytha the Beha’ts of all nations and races in cme greet cai-
mmity. To each of these inetitutlons 'Abau’l-Baha, applylng tho lawe end teachings
rovesled by Bahdu'llsk, attriduted a definite function snd 2 definte dogroe of auth-
crity. The Buha'fs of the world found that they had the privilegs of being nctive
sombers n and workers for a worlawide epiritusl soclety universal in character whose
ain s to grbolize poaco gnd ocoparstion through thelr obedlence to divine teechings

d laws. This commmity has no priesthood nor jrofessionsl clergy, end ite worship
and its activitice are unlike those of the churches and Institutions of past religicna.

The cuprens head sn2 contrai figwre of this world-wide Baha'i ccmmmity le the
Guardien of the Faith, Shoghi Effend], in whom 'Abdu‘l-Beha's Toetament vested the
power of interzretation, capecity and ama-iq for 2irecting the dovelomaent of the
coremmity, ard the office cf chairmn of the internaticmel Bahe'l body when establiched.

e time bad & contimty of the priciple of wiity ant uidence
fr= mm'u'lm, Tirat se exprecect In ane 71-Baha and then =5 expressed
in and through the Guardisn and the instituticns Lccad ana fatiomat piritual
Asecmblics) Jeveloped wnder his direction eince 1921.

This continuing principle of wity is the wnique 1ifs with which Behe’n'llsh en-
dowed His world Faith. Previous religions have frnllen under control of huz.'un 1deaa
and motives efter the Fownder had left thia earth. The glory and qower o
Baba't religiun i that ite sustaining life and inspiration, ite directicn ot sudd-
ance, have been made constant and contimucus four the duraticn of the cyele lssting
wtil the coming of anotber Menifeetaticn of God.

In this grest body cf 1iving faith the individual bellever is 1fks = leaf on
the tree. Tho 1ife of the leaf ic givent by tie tree, bab the leaf bas o functicn
“hich contributes to the troa. It lives In this depeniemce on tho larger <rawniss,
= If the leof decsmes pevered from the tres it fails iatc decay.

The epiritual 11ife of a-Beha'l e not in feclaticn, selfishness, independence,
but in his unity with the whole body of Paka'ie throughout the world. Outside “thee
principle of unity, which derives from the authority of Seha'u'lish Himeelf,

tever In which humn delngs can attaln permanent spirftuel relationehip
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one with encther or with the rest of maniind. Bsba'u'llsh hes lald the bridge of
truth end assurence from tha dmmmd’wawtmmnnuvmgumdtm
futurs. Thore who try eny cther path or try to build their cwm hridge sre decasd to
fallure, for the dlstinciive misslon of the troubles and ealmsiiice now engiifing the
world 1 to lestroy whatever prevents mankind fran attaining the bleesing of cbe-
dtencs ) Gad.

In the light of thess Bahs'i teachings, there {s 1ittle meod tu point cub the
complete rbaence of truth in the positicn nseunad by the leatera of the New Hlstory
Bociety. These persms warw formerly members cf the Bahe'l community end weve well
infomed concerning e taslo Buha 'l teschings, inoluling tie W11 end Restament of
Abiu‘l-Rabe. kzsmuéclzn&}niﬂh the Faith in order to Join tne Kew
Hietory Socisty. Thelr arguments bave cerried woight only with perecns uninformed of
the Baha'1 teachings.

Theeo New History leaders, who refused to hood the Mester's expliclt instruc-
tione concerning wmity with the ‘ismduccptm of the Guerdien's fmnction and
suthority, feunded their cwm organization through which to exprees their persomal

incomplete ecaception of the Beba'i n-.mz. In cleining to sarve the Bahn'i Feith, 1n
puTporting to represent ite aims ant ﬁm.\a,mhmbemngucuwxuwmm
wa leadera of the Few Hietory Soclety contravene the most eacrod and vif
of the Faith and their attitulo i one which the writings of Baha'u 'unh, \:he ‘inetrac
tions of “Abdu'l-Beho and the decieins of the Cuardian Flatly condern. The pase-
Baka'l writings quoted below are more than euffictent to Ghow how such
persons betray themselves in claiming any allegiance to the Revelation of Baha'u'llsh,

The situstion presents no problem or iseue to Boha'ls fomiliar with the teachings
and the histary of their Faith. It 1s self-avident that only the Founder of = Te-
Uigton can lay dom the qwlific-\cluns of faith and of memberchip in the spiritul
comunity Ho crestes. cne whe meets the qmumcm of this mm—ux
religion. Outside Shomn l!sﬂ.nﬁa Guaifioaticns 4 person 1o froe o choose hia
Teligion or sect and worship in whtcver manner be nay desire. The Bebe'is e

concern with those who prefer accoptsnce of other standsrds of truth. They dc,
towever, have the grest priviloge of clarifying sny iseus {nread upon t.hm wnich 1
any way declouds or twists or supprssees fundemental Baba'i teachings in the mind of
the public.

Ono brisf word with referancs to o Jagad sction talen by the Iatical Sptrttual
sezbly against the founders of the Hew Histcry Scolely n order to prevent the:
public misuse of the term “Baha'i”.

In toking this sotica, the Assenbly fomd tmt the courts in the United sum-
are not authorized to decide religious guestions or to determine what
Beha'l teachings or truc applleation of the teachings. The Aauumh]y wne nhereforc
ccmpslled %0 1inly the action to other gquestions rolating to use of the Daha'i namo
by the fowsders of the New Elotory Scelety in conducting & book chop and coldsstig
contrbutios. By tils eotion, elthoogh Lindted, the Assanbly hoped to provert
fouders of the New History Selety from cresting the Palse inpression tha they are
autharized to royresent the Beh'i ce:

The court took the view, however, that the case irwolved the right to use the
meme of & religicn and therefore fivolved a religious gusstion which conld not be
decided by the court. Thie result prvented the Aseambly fram attaining its afm

tarough legal mears, but in mo wise affected ths eeseatial spiritual guestion of cbee
fence to the basic lsws and prineiples of the Zeha'i Fast
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Ween, thersfore, the Now Hiatory Scotety clains logal vickory cp vinalcstion
from this court aotion, there im no basis for the claim except the refusal of
court to try the case. There wea no decislon on the merits of the cass. Ths unl]
queetion in dispute was whether & religlous guestion was Invelved. The court's
lack of suthority to decide a religlous guestion is ln accordence with the doctrine
of fresdom of worship and wes not disputed.

For the Baki Faith 1s nct any intellectusl doctrine or philosophy which can
be mage an emi n 1tself, but a relationship to the body of fellow-bellevers through-
out the world based o newl:»revealed epirttunl, ethical end socisl truth. He up-
holds the principle of the Bahe'i ccmmunity becauss osly in the cammnity can these
‘truthe beve vital 1ife and Applicatlen

iritual suthority, in this cycle, 15 vested in the Ascemblies slocted
aemooratically by al) the believers, men and women alike. Aeide from the Guardian
appointed by 'Abdu’l-Taba’s Testamsit, there are no Dehi “leaters”. The Spiritual
ASsembly alcme has power to represent the commmlty, snd the Asgembly Ls composed
of nine persons who ct under the principle of coneultation end majority decialon.

Nothing on certh ls more Teassuring of the futurs welfare and pesoe of human-
ity then these Baba'i Assemdlies whose membership reccncliles different races,

cladses and cresds. More than six hundred of these elected Assemdlles now exist in
Bast and West. In North America, the Baha'ls have estadlished nearly ome

hundred Assembliee these being coordinated by an elected Mational Spiritusl Assembly;
and besides these lnsvitutions the American Hahs'is are completing the House of Yor-
ship (which 'Abdu'l-Baha Himself dedicated in 1912} and have orgenized a large
Publishing Comittes and four Sumer Sohools where throngs of young people and those
of mature age ardently perfoct their kmowledge of the teachings of Beba'u'llzh.

Excerpte from Paha's Writings

the ocean of My presence hath ebbed, and the Book of My Revelation ls
ended, turn your faces towards Bim (1. o "Abdu'l-Baka) Wuoa God hath purposed,
Who hath branched from this Ancient Root

"It i incumbent wpon.
tho Mont Wighty Branch.s

.y kindred to turn, ome and all, thelr faces towsrds

"Rendey thenks unto God, O pecple, for His appeaxence; for verily fo is the
moat great Favor wnto you, the most perfect bounty wpon you; and through Eim every
moldering bone s quickencd. Whoso amoth toraras Hin bath tumed torards Ged,
and whogo turneth awsy from Hinm hath turned away frcm Cod, snd whoso turneth
from Hin hath turned away from My Beauty, hath repudiated My Proof, and transgross
agalnst M. Ho is the truth of God amongst you, His chargs within you, His nrent-
stton uito you and Ela sppearunce waong His favarsd servants. .. .They who o teprive
thouselves of the ehadow of the Branch, are lost in the wilderness of e
coneused ty the hest of woridly deatres and gve of those Who Will Assutsdly perten.”

“In former cycles no distinct Covenant was made in writing by the Supreme Pen;
xo distinet personage was appointed to be the Standard differentlating falsshood
from truth, eo that natorer ho 80l wah o Stand 88 Aruth an it which he Tepude
18ted wes +o be known as falsehocd....

"But in this Dispensstion of the Blessed Beauty (i.e. Baha'u'ilah)among its
aistinctions ie thet He d1d not leave people in perplexity. Eo entered inmto a
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Covenant and Testement with the pecple. He appolnted a Center of the Covenaut.
Ho wroto with Hls o pen and vevealed it in the Kitab-iAgdse, the Book of Iawe,
and Kitab~i-‘ahd, the Book of the Covenant, appointed Him {i.e., 'Abdu'r-Baha)
the r of tha Book. Yon mist ask Him ('Abdu'l-3uie) regarding the meantnge
of the texts of the verses. Whatsoever e cays S8 corvact.

“One of tho enemics of the Ceuse is he who endesvors o intorpret the Word
of Baba ' Lish end theroby colors the meaniug aceording o hle oapacily, end co corlocta
around him a following, foming o different seot, promoting hia omn stati
making aivision 1n tie Caves.”

“In the contingent world there arve many collective conters whick ave conduolvs
to assoclatlon ead unity bebueen the children of men. For exaupls, patrictiam s
a collsotive center; Nablomalisn is & collective center; political slliance is
collective center; Idontity of intersstes is & oollectirs Gostor; the uion of idsale
1o & collostive canter, and the prosperity of the world of lsmanity e dependent
upon the organization and promotion of the collective center. Neverthmlsss, all
the sbove institatione are, in reelity, the msbter and not the cubetance, accidental
and not oternal ~- temporary and not overlasting, Vith the appeayance of grest rovo-
luticns and uphenvals, ell these collective contors ero mwept awmy, Dut the Collec-
Five Genter of the Kibglom, sxbodying the Institutes s Divine Mamckings, 1 tho
giemmal Colleotive Gentar, Tt octeblishos rejstianaitp botvoen tho Koa 4 the
Wost, organizes the onences af the world of mmenity, snd destroye the Tomantion o
Urtirancon, 14 averoonas nd fnsluies 511 the othd collgetive centers, .. tho Ta
Collsetive Contor 1s the body of the Divine teschings..

‘0 yo boloved of tho lard! The gromtest of all things 1is the protection of the
Trus Paith of God, the yreservation of Hls law, the safoguarding of Kia Ceuse and
service unto His Word. Ton thousend soule have shed sireams of thoir sacred blood
In this path, thelr procious Lives thoy offored in eacrifics o Hin, hastencd
wrapt 1n holy esetasy unto the glorious TMeld of martyrdom, uprels
of God's Falth nnd writ with thelr life-blood upon the Tablet of the worss he
verses of His Divine Unfty.....

"0 my loving friends! After the passing swey of this wronged ome, 1t ie tue
cumbent, upon the Aghean (Branchea), the Afpan (Twige} of the Sncred l.c‘ho—'h-ee,
Hands {pillars)of the Cause of God and the loved ones of the Abha Beeuty to turn

wito Shoght Effendf...... as he 15 the slgn of God, the chosen tranch, the guardtan
of the Gauge of God, he wito whom oIl the Aghean, the Afnan, the Hands of the Cause
of God and s loved anes mumt tumn. Fo 1o the cxpowstor of the worda of God and

after him will suseeed e firotbom of e Lincal descenda:ts.“.l’ns migney

A
ach tn e Gass ot God, ghi eupvert Fie word and will Decoms o
neinttestation of the Gamox bf SALIN

--'abau’1-Baka.

“in the Most Holy Book (i.sA, the Kitab-1-Aqdas) in revealed: - *The Lovd hath
ordained that in every oity & House of Justice bo ectablished whereln ohall gathor
couneeilors to the mumber of Baha'i (i.e., nme), Mﬂ ehould it exceed this mumber
It doos not mabter, Tt Dehooveth them to be the trusted ones of the Moroiful

Togurd for the Interests of the servants of God, for His sake, even as they regard
their om Intercets, and to choose that which 1& meet omd Geenly...”
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"Bithermore, 'Abdu'l-Behe reveals the following: - 'It 1s inoumbent upon every-
one mot o take any ntep withowt consulting the Splritual Asvembly, and thoy must
aseuredly obey with heart end soul its bidding and be submissive wito 1%, that
things may be properly ordered and well arvangsd. (therwise every person will sct
independently nd after hie own juignent, will follow his own desive, and do ham
to the Caus

“Generated by the propelling and purifying Torces of & mysterlous i‘amﬂ, Torn
of delusion or malice, winning a fleeting notoriety dorived from the proc:
advantagas of wealth, famo or frtune, thess movemnits spansored by aelmea, o1t
secking adventurera find themselves, Socmer or meskied in the machinations
of their suthers, are burled in chame, and sink Em:euany into complete oblivien.

"The echism which their foolish leaders had comtrived o sedulously to produce
within the mm.h, will soom, to tholr ubter amssement, come 1o be regarded as &
process of purification, u cleansing agency, which, far from decluating tho yanks
of 1ts follmwers, Teinfoross its indestructible wnity, and proclalms smew to a
world, skepticel or indlfferemt, the cohesive strength of the institutions of that
Taith, the lnoarriptibiltiy of ite yurposes and prineiples, and the recuperative
powers Inherent 1 its commmity 1if

-~Ghoghl Effonds.

(CNAL SPIRTTUAL ASSEMPLY OF TEE
BAEA'IS OF THE UNITED GTATES & CANATA.

536 Sheridan Road,
Wilnotte, Illtnots
Foveuber, 191,



Cable Address+ BArk'l Watserrs:

'NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
oF THE BAnA'is oF THE UNITED STATES

Office ofthe Secretary
53 Sirsuoax Roap, Wivauwrrs Tuawors

April 5, 1949.

To the Local Sriritual Asseablies.

Beloved Friena:

This is a confidentisl letter - a communication
directed to your nine members alone. Please
respect the confidence.

On June 4, 1947 the National Spiritual Assembly
prepared a bulletin on enrollment of Orientals.
It was approved by the Guardian and circulated

to all local Assemblies for reference as needed.

Now we have a cable from the Guardian:
"Feel necessary urge Asseubly adhere strictly
and vigilantly to the instruction regarding
enrollment of Orientals in America"

vhich strongly e e-enphesizes the original policy
for this count:

The lational Assembly requests you to review your

copy of the bulletin and appreciate its importance.

If you have no copy, one will be sent on request.
Sincerely,

NATTONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY.



NATIONAL sPIRITUAL ASSTMBLY OF THE
F THE UNITED STATES
536 Sheridan Road,
Wilnette, Illinois

November 11, 1949.

To the Local Spiritual Assemblies,
Beloved Friends:

The Guardian has renewed his instructions about Orientals,
and we call your urgent attention to these two sentences from
his letter to the llational Spiritual Asseubly, dated August
18, 1949:-

"A Fersian who claims to be a Baha'i, but has no creden-
tials, must in view of his deliberate disobedience to
the Guardian in such a vital matter, be treated as a
Covenant-breaker, for that is where he has placed
himself by his acts.

"With over a hundred million people to teach in the
United States he cannot understand why Some of the
friends still persist in seeking out the mere handful
of Orientals in their midst, who constitute not
potential Baha'is but potential danger."

Zach Assembly is directed to file this letter with its copy
of the National Spiritual Assembly bulletin on the reception and
enrollment of Orientals.

The Assemblies, moreover, are urgently reminded of their
grave responsibility to make sure that the entire local community
is informed ebout the Guardian's specific instructions concern-
ing Orientals.

No_excerpts from tie bulletin or from this present letter

to be circulated in writing. You can take it up with the
fnands through oral consultation.

Faithfully yours,

NATICUAL SPIRITUAL ASSENBLY,



NATIONAL BAHA' I ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS
Sheridan Road
wumette Ilunoj.s

June 16, 1952

To the Local Spiritual Assemblies
and Regional Teaching Committees

Dear Friends:

This letter carries out an important and confidential instruct-
ion recelved from the Guardian of the Failth: "that the message from
Ahmad Sohrab, as well as John Snow, be sent at once in a private let-
ter to all local Assemblies and Reglonal Teaching Committees, to be
shared verbally with the rnends. However, under no circumstances
should it be published by the N. S. A., any Tocar Assembly or com-
mittee. No coples should be made either."

Now the facts and circumstances which explain this emphatic
instruction,

t appears that in connection with the court case brousht by
the covenant~breakera against the Guardian, Ahmad Sohrab joined
forces with the Covenant-breakers, and in support of their case sent

a cablegra.m to the Minister of Religlon of the State of Israel, as
follows

"lMinister of Religion, Jerusalem, May 13, 1952:

Caravan two thousand chapters in forty-six countries,

recognize Bahé'{ universal teachings, not under author-

ity Shoghi Effendi., People's movement. No clergy.
(signed) M. A, Sohrab."

& cablegram was also sent by the Caravan of England:

"Minister of Religion, Jerusalem, May 17, 1952.
on behalf members Caravan of England we state adherence
to Bahé'i te e do not acknowledge the Guardian-
Ship of Shogh sfrenzn, nor authority of clergy
(signed) John Snow, Chairman,"

As the Guardian points out, the cable sent by Sohrab clearly
and officlally reveals the true status of his relation to the Falth
of Bahd'u'lldh, After masntaining that he was the true disciple
and loyal servant of ‘Abdu'l-Baha, he has openly joined with the

most vicious of the Master's enemies and repudiates His Will and
Testament .,

The letter from the Guardian states that the court case "has now
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To local Spiritual Assemblies June 16, 1952
and Regional Teaching Committees
been concluded with a stunning blow to the enemies of the Faith.'"
our part in this great issue, which 1s God's way of separat-
ing the people of denial from the people of faith, 15 to recognize
the fact that Sohrab stands with the Covenant-breakers who have
made every effort to destroy the foundation of the unity of the
Baha'{s, and is using his Caravan organization as an instrument to
reinforce his efforts to overthrow the Guardianship.
Sincerely

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
HH/SL

P, S. This letter is to be read to the believers and not copied or
distributed in any manner.



NATIONAL SPIRIZUAL ASSEMELY OF THE
BAHA 'S OF THE UNITED STA’I‘ES
536 Sherigan Road,
Wilmette, Illinois

April 10, 1959

To the Local Spiritual Assemblies,
Area Teaching Committees,
Nattonal Committees

Bah&'{ Summer Schools

Dear Friends:
re: Bahd'{ Literature and its Distribution

Since there seems to be a general lack of understanding by both local
Assemblies and individual bellevers as to what constitutes “approved
Bahé'{ 1iterature” and how approved literature is produced and dis-
tributed, the National Spiritual Assembly has prepared this bulletin
which should be studied by Assemblies, all mational committees,
librarians and book sales representatives, and shared with individual
Bah§'fs. If these points are clearly understood much confusion will
be avoided and time-consuming correspondence on the part of the
Bahd'{ Publishing Trust and the National Spiritual Assembly will be
eliminated

1. The Guardian (and 'Abdu'l-Bahd before him) made the National
Spiritual Assembly the central responsible authority for the publica-
tion and distribution of Bahd'{ literature. In Bahd'f Administration
(paze 40) Snoghi Effendi states: "all vital issues alfecting
152C%eats of the Cause...such as the matter of transistion and
publication...must be under the full Jurisdicﬁion of the National
Assembly." Thus, the National Spiritual Assembly determines what
literature shall be approved and aletributed thrcugh Bahé'{ channels.

2, In view of the Guardian's directives to the Nation
Spiritual Assembly of the United States for maintaining auchenticity,
accuracy and a high degree of quality in ell Bahd'{ publications, as
well as his ovn exhaustive labors in providing us with accurate
translations of the Sacred Writings and his own writings, which he
entrusted to the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States
for their initial publication, we have a special responsibility for
applying these directives, regardless of where literature originates.

. ALl items approved by the National Spiritual Assembly are
made available through Bah4'{ channels. In the case of literature
it 1s the Bahé'{ Publishing Trust, which was established at the
direction of the Guardian. All such items are announced in Bahd'{
News or occasionally by direct announcement from the Bahd '{ Publish-
ing Trust to communiies and schools, or by the National Spiritual
Assembly if the item is related to some special program or project
inaugurated by the National Assembly.

4. The local Assemblies and the Bahd'{ schools have a spectal
privilege and obligation to assist in maintaining the approved
Standards and ohanels and to make known to. the Believers the wide
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variety of literature which has been approved for distribution and
how it should be used. In this connection one of the functions of
the librarian or book sales committee should be to see that the
various types of literature are announced and displayed and made
avallable for purchase by the friends.

. The local Assemblies and the Bahd'{ schools should make sure
that the friends understand that the primary function of the Bah4'f
Publishing Trust is to produce under 1ts own imprint those items
that the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States feels are
necessary | for the work of the Cause in the United States and for
meeting 1ts responsibility under the World Crusade. In addition, the
Bah4 '{ Publishing Trust acts for the National Spiritual Assembly as
the central distributing agency for all Bahd'{ literature distributed
in the United States, regardless of its origin. This includes the
majority of items produced by the British Publishing Trust, by the
Bah4'{ publishing committees producing foreign language literature
which is useful in this country, and certain items published by
private commercial publishers such as George Ronald of England and
Avalon Press of the United States, which have been approved for
distribution in the United States.

Since questions frequently arise as to why certain publications are
not carried in our catalog of Bah&'{ literature or are not available
through the Bah4'f Publishing Trust, the National Spiritual Assembly
wishes to make the following points:

a. Certain administrative materials published in other countries
do not apply to the stage of administration in the United States,
and therefore thelr distribution in the United States can create
confusion.

. The Guardian himself discouraged compiling and recompiling
excerpts from the basic texts and stressed the importance of the
Americans studying the complete text itself; therefore, compilations
brought out in other countries that have not been able to produce the
full texts themselves should not be substituted.

c. The Bah4'{ Publishing Trust cannot publish or distribute any
work which the National Spiritual Assembly and/or its Reviewing
Committee has not found accurate or which cannot be approved 1
accordance with the foregoing explanation. This includes Teems that
quote from unauthentic translations or from erroneous or unchecked
sources.

d. Neither is it permissible to distribute literature prepared
for some special use in another country which may not fit in with
plans of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, or
which might distract and dissipate the efforts of the friends from
activities to which they have been committed.

n some instances the Bah4'f{ Publishing Trust of the United
States has been obliged to invest large sums £o produce certain
works, often according to Shoghi Bffendils own exact specifications
(1.e., The Dawn-Breakers, complete without any deletion of pho
graphs,” etc. ). Therefore the Trust needs the support of the American
bellevers who are given this special bounty of bringing them out
this way
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£. None of the foregoing statements prevents any individual from
purchasing any book he wants from any commercial bookstore or
publisher, but it does not grant him the right to circularize the

Bah4'{ community with any announcements, samples, piece:
literature, etc. The matter of distribution lies enbirely within
the province of Bah4'{ administrative channels, that is, the
National Spiritual Assemblles, its appointed committess, the local
Spiritual Assemblies and group:

. No individual Bah'f, group or local Spiritual Assembly may
produce for sale or free distribution any item not properly
reviewed and approved

Please keep this bulletin on file for the information of each
succeeding local Spiritual Assembly and the appointed librarian or
book sales representative,

Sincerely,

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY



NATIDN L SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
S OF THE UNITED STATES
536 Sheridan Road,
Wilmette, Illinois

May 12, 1960

To the Lccal Spiritual Assemblies
ea Teaching Committees
Nacionsl Committees

Dear Friends:

By this time, many local Spiritual Assemblies, National Bahé'{
mittees and individual bellevers have received from Mr, Charles
son Remey what he chooses ho call a proclamation of his station
as the second Guardian. On April 26th, on receipt of this absurd
claim, which clearly reflects the evidences of old age an
Jeteriorating faculties, the National Spiritual Assembly cabled

¥ nds of the Faith reslding in the Holy Land assurance of our
prayers and sympathy in this tragic development.

On April EBth we received the following cablegram from the Hands
of the Faith

VDEEPLY REGRET NECESSITY INFORM BAHA'f WORLD HAND CAUSE MASON
REMEY NOW ASSERTING HE IS GUARDIAN FAITH. THIS PREPOSTEROUS
CLAIM CLEARLY CONTRARY SACRED TIXTS CAN ONLY BE REGARDED

EVIDENCE CONDITION FROFOUND EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE. CALL

UPON BELIEVERS EVERYWHERE JOIN HANDS HOLY LAND COMPLETE
REPUDIATION THIS MISGUIDED ACTION. SHARE THIS MESSAGE FRIENDS,"

We had already, on April 27th, celegrapned all existing local
Spiritual Assemblies as follow:

"REMEY PROCLAMATION UNAUTHORIZED BY HANDS IN HAIFA AND
REPUDIATED BY NSA. SAD SITUATION WILL BE RESOLVED BY
CHIEF STEWARDS.

On the first day of the Convention, April 28th, the delegates sent
the following cable to the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land:-

"ASSEMBLED DELEGATES FIFTY SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION PLEDGE
ANEW UNDEVIATINO Ln‘{ALTY INSTITUTION OF HANDS ESPECIALLY
STEWARDS LABORING OLY LAND, CONVENTION UNANIMOUSLY
REPUDIATES REMHY PROCMMATION. JOINING PRAYERS WITH YOURS
FOR DIVINE HEALING.

To this the Hands of the Faith replied on April 30th:-

“DEEPLY APPRECIATE LATEST EVIDENCE UNSHAKABLE LOYALTY
STANDARD BEARE! NANT TO DIVINELY ORDAINED INSTITU-
TIONS, PRAYING HOL‘I SHRINES DIVINE BLESSINGS HISTORIC
CONVENTION, "



-2 -

The National Spiritual Assembly daep)y appreciates the letters and
telegrams already received from a e number of local Spiritual
Assemblies reassuring us of the loyslty and devotion of their
communities to the Hands of the Faith and their unswerving deter-
lginstion to carry out the Guardian's divinely inspired Vorld
rusade

To those who have not yet done so, we recommend that Mr. Remey's
statement be returned to the National Spiritual Assembly, p!'efer-
ably unopened. Beyond informing the community of Mr. Remey
action and sharing with it the exchange of cablegrams quoted
above, there should be no discussion of the matter among the
believers or outside

In the unlikely event thab any press release on the subject
appears in the local newspapers, or that you are approached by
any reporters about it, the local Spiritual Assembly and the
DoXioyors are nov Co rileass Sny informatlon WRALSOOVer, DUt ave
o refer 1t to the National Spiritual Assembly who will dtermine
whether in these circumstances any release will be necessary,
and you will be advised accordingly.

It is one of the mysteries of God that at a time of victory in
the Faith there is also a great test or crisis. Never before in
the history of the Faith in America heve the believers reached
such heights of accomplishment as last year. The completion of
the goals - and indeed exceeding them - in Latin America in a
few short months, the increase in the number of new local
Spizitual Assemblies in the United States to the present number

£ 230, the addition of some 500 believers to our membership

Poll ghd oxoess of Gontributions over expenditurcs in our Netional
Bahd'{ Fund by several thousand dollars, all bear eloguent
testimony to the strength and solidarity of the American Bahd'{
Sommunity and 1ts dedication to the beloved Guardian's World

rusade

We feel sure that the empty claim made by Mr. Remey, whose
condition is truly a pathetic one, will serve only to inspire us
o greater unity, devotion and service in the accomplishment of
the spiritual mission bequecthed to us by 'Abdu’l-Bahd and so
gloriously directed by our beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi.
With warm Bah4'{ love,

Sincerely,

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY



NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
BAHA'fS OF THE UNITED STATES
536 Sheridan Road,
Willmette, Illinois

May 20, 1960

To: Local Spiritual Assemblies,
Area Teaching Committees,
American National Teaching Committee

Dear Friends:

A communication dated May 10th from the Hands of the Faith residing in
the Holy Land reports that by that date messages had been received
from most of the National Spiritual Assemblies and/or Annual Conven-
tdonp veflesting widespread repudioation of the haeless clsin of
Ghiexlen Mamon Remey and pleduing soliderity, stesdfastness snd loyalty
to the divinely-ordained institution of the Hands

The following paragraphs of the letter are quoted for the information
and guidance of all believers:-

"It 1s clear that by claiming that he is the Guardian, Mr. Remey
has abandoned his station as a Hand of the Cause, and therefore
cannot receive recognition as a Hand until he renounces the self-
conferred title of Guardian. The Hands of the Holy Land will notify
the National Assemblies if this occurs.

"For the protection of our beloved Faith we call upon the friends
everyvhere to have no assoclation with Mr. Remey as long as he con-
tinues to press his false claim to the station of Guardianship. We
also request the bellevers to forward to the World Center through
their National Assemblies any communications which they may receive
from Mr. Remey.

"Naturally we hope that the emotional disturbance that led to
Mr. Remey's regrettable action will prove not to be permanent and
that we shall soon be able to inform the friends that he has with-
drawn the claim and that communication with him is again permitted.

"Such episodes as this can through firmness, steadfastness and
loyalty to the Covenant, prove of great benefit to the Cause of God,
and through the consecrated efforts of the friends attract the
bounties of Bah4'u'llgh that alone can insure its triumph."

Please notify us promptly should any believer show any evidence of
recognizing the claimof Mr. Remey.

We are deeply grateful for the many letters we have already received
from our local Spiritual Assemblies pledging their unswerving
faithfulness and devotion.

Sincerely,

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY



HATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES

536 Sheridan Road
iilmette,I11inois

August 10, 1960

To:
Local Spiritual Assemblies
American National Teaching Committee
Area Teaching Committees
Intercontinental Tsaching Committees
Bahd'{ Summer Schoo:

Dear Friends:

The following cable from the Hands of the Faith residing in
the Holy Land 1s to be shared with all believers:

"(The) beloved Guardian's glorious epistle God Passes By
clearly states (our) Hol; Cause (1s) constantly subject
to) crises giving rise (to) greater victories. History
of) defection (of) distin%uished believers following
ascension (of) Forerunner nt) Faith, (its) Supreme
Manifestation (B.nd) Center (of the) Covenant now repeated
after ascension (of) precious Sho oghi Effendl through Mason
Remey's defection (and) his preposterous (and) utterly
unfounded claim. Protection (of) believers rmm acbivltles
(of) misguided mischief makers (who have been) given eve
opportunity (to) repent now requires expulsion %I‘rom the) Faith
of) Remey's henchmen: John Carre, Bernard

ralhhan, Joel Marangella, Jacques Soghomcnia.n, " bonota Harvey,
John Byers in France and Mary Wilkin (in) United States.
Henceforth anyone associating (with) these people or support-
ing Remey claim (will) likewise (be oven:
breaker. Confident faithful (and) devoted body (of) believers
mindful (of) infinite bounties (and) praises showered (on
them by) beloved Guardian will demonstrate through unite
action (their) impregnable solidarity (and will) arise (vo)
achieve (the) glorious goals (of the¥ God-inspired Crusade.
Cable message (to) all National Assemblies.

(signed) HANDSFAITH
Haifa, Israel
August 3, 1960

Both this message and the cable quoted in our general letter
of July 27, 1960 announcing expulsion of Mason Remey by entire
body of Hands of the Cause, will be published in the September
issue of Bahd'f News.

has been reported that believers are being anonymously
contacted and offered an invitation to come to Washington, D. C,
with all expenses paid to meet with "Bah4'f friends for the good
of the Cause." As the above message clearly states, association
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with Covenant-breakers is strictly forbidden. Further, any
assocxat:on by believers with them, any diffusion of thelir
any assistance rendered to their evil intentions, is
:vidence of Covenant-breaking and results in expulsion from
Faith.

Sincerely
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY



NATIONAL SP’IRITUAL ASSEMBLY

BaHA'£3 OF mz wmn STA
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, Il]lnois

September 3, 1960

Dear Friends:

e September Bahd'f News will contain information you have
already received from us about the action taken by the Hands of
the Falth in the Holy Land regarding Charles Mason Remey and cer-
tain individ\mls who have accepted his claim that he is the second
Guardian. In light of developments since this issue of Bah4'f News
went to press we are sending you the following information £o be
shared promptly with the members of your community or area.

The voting rights of all persons in the United States who have
been engaging in Covenant-breaking activities have been removed
and their names have been stricken from the membership list. Any
association with them or any personal contact or correspondence
with them is forbidden, as their spiritual status is in serious
question. They are:

Mrs. Mary Magdalene Wilkin, New York, N. Y.
Charles Behrens, Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Mrs. Grace Behrens, Lancaster, Pennsylvania
e, Charlea Gaines, Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Tman, Jr., Lancaster, Pennsylvania

g Herman,
Mr. Wm. B. Patzer, Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Mrs. Bertha Harman, Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Mrs. Marion Rhodes, Peoria, Iilinois
Mr. Stephen Rhodes, Peoria, Illinois
Mr. Franklin D. Schlatter, Normal, Il1inots
Mrs, Carol Schlatter, Normal, Illino:

Mrs. Frances Fales, Washington, D.
Mrs. M. Eloyce Gist Slaughter, Ch.arlobteville, Virginia
Mrs. Anna Deuell, Peoria, Illinois

are sorry that the friends have been subjected to the barrage
of compilations and interpretations from some of the above-named
individuals. Any and all of the following items received from them
should be destroyed:

Proclamation of Mason Remey (and any accompanying material)
Encyclical Letter I from Mason Remey

Encyclical Letter II from Mason Remey

Mimeographed letter of July 9, 1960 from Joel Marangella
Mimeographed document from Mrs, Mary Magdalene Wilkin
Mineographed document of August 8 from Franklin D. Schlatter
Mimeographed document from Charles Gaines

Miscellaneous letters from any of those named above

Any similar seditious material of a later date or letters from
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any of those listed above or from anyone else should be sent to
the National Spiritual Assembly.

e National Spiritual Assembly of France has 1listed the
foléowing Americans in France as unfaithful to the Cause of
Bah4 'u'114h:

Joel Marangella

John Carré
Mrs. Irene Marangella Mrs. Georgine Carré
Mrs. Margaret Aducat Mrs. Inglis Carré
John Byers Mea: Pabriete Lilly
Mrs. Madelaine Byers

Donald Harvey

We are deeply grieved that inadequate understanding of the
Will and Testament of ‘Abdu

-Bahd and of the writings of Shoght
Kffendi has miei0d he seversl persons named in this lette:

the same time we are assured that the overwhelming number of

letters expressing the steadfastness of the bellevers is indica-
tive <I>1' the basically strong faith that animates the American
Bahd'{ comm

1
unity to carry forward the beloved Guardian's World
Crusade without any interruption.

With warm Bahd'f love

Sincerely

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY



NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSED

IBLY
BAHACIS OF TEHE UNITED STATES

December 24, 1964

TO SPECIAL LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES, GROUPS
AND INDIVIDUALS

Dear Bah4'i Friends:

You are all now acquainted, and some of you for many weeks,
with the fact that the Covenant-breakers have instituted suit in
the Federal Court in Northern Illinois for appropriation of the
Bah4'{ properties, including the House of \Iorsn:m, on the pretense
that they are the true Bahd'Is. Na
of the first order, but the reality DL uhe suit St.‘\.ll exlsns
The National Spiritual Assembly has quickly moved to answer
complaint, and has also acted to protect itself in other areas.

Inasmuch as we now wish to have a thorou
which would indicate the confusion between t
who ocall themselves Bahd'fs, and the copmunit
properly have the right to use the r b
we must now have methodical collect
position. May we ask the follow

h collection of items
e Covenant
of el

1.  Will you collect carefully
and any other public press mater
those who live in cit:

several years, some vese:
might be called for

advertisene notices,

Covenant-breakers., For
been activity over the last

n the *norgu%‘ of the newspapers there

s

2.  Will you herewith reconstruct a
confusion between the Covena rs and the Bahd'fs, such as
confusing telephone conversation re people have cal
Bahd 155 OF your commnily, Shinkife that they wore cail
Covenant-breakers, or the rever b should be docw
carefully as possib. all other it

be specified. IT,at your publi s, persons have
expecting to encolinter a Covenant-breaker meet ©
reco £ letters have been sent to the Bahd'is of your o
which were meant for the Covenant-brealers,or the converse, these
also should be recalled and recorded as précisely as possible.

d record events which show the

B
<

3. All confusing incidents, wnich it can
the use of the same name has created confusion in the minds of the
public, and where the good name and nresnge of the Bahi'l commu
h taken of by the akers, all should be
recalled and recorded, specifying nrccise details to the best of
memory. These items should then be forwarded to the National OFfice,
for our assembly of this data of confusion and misuse of our names,
symbols, etec.

rly be sho

It is very unfortunate that time must be spent away from teach-
the Cause in this troublesome affair, However, please conslder
0 be a pure collection of information which may or may not be

ALPINE 11781+ ALPINE 6.TIS0 AREA CODE 312 + CABLE ADDRESS: BAHAT WiLMETTE
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY or twe BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES

Special Local Spiritual Assemblies, Groups December 24, 1964
and Individuals

of use to the National Assembly as it defends the position of the
Bahd'is in the United States and abroad, against the assaults of the
Covenant-breakers. There is no cause for alarm whatever, but there
is every cause for assiduous work on behalf of the Cause against
this dissenting and expelled group of Covenant-breakers.

Our loving thanks for your efforts, and our warmest Bahd'l
regard, always.

Faithfully yours
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL-ASSEMBLY
sy 0wl

David S. muhe
retary



NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES
536 SHERIDAN ROAD, WILMETTE. ILLINOIS

January 1965

To: All Local Spiritual Assemblies,
ALL NSA-State Service Representatives

Dear Co-workers in the Nine-Year Plan:

The Covenant-breaker litigation will drag along in Chicago for many

months, essentially in silence as far as the believers are concerned.
Yet this internal affair of the Cause will surely be resolved to the
greater glory of the Faith, we know. Please expand your every teach-
ing effort, without regard for what will surely be a meaningless side
event in the growth of Bah4'u'114h's community.

In the meanwhile, do not seek any publicity. Do not take any initia-
tive whatever with the press, but utilize the brief release supplied
only #f reporters approach you or pressure you for a statement and

for additional factual information. You are not to go beyond what is
stated in the release, nor should additional information be volunteered.
This may on occasion take great self-control.
position of weakness, but of strength,
everything to lose through our silence
contention. We insist that this is an internal affair, to be resolved
internally. If in doubt under unusual circumstances, communicate with
the National Office.

However, this is not
since the Covenant-breakers have
and refusal to be drawn into

When real news is available, and real action called for, we shall
Meanwhile, we have proceeded with controlled strength,
under the guidance of the Universal House of Justice and the prayers
of the friends for the advancement of the Cause in the United States.

Loving Bah4'f Greetings,

NATIONAL SPIRTTUAL ASSEMBAY

S
By: .

David S. Ruhe,
SECRETARY
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